



















































Wednesday, June 11th, 2008

2:00-3:30PM								         Paper Session 1

Being-Toward-Birth: Natality as Trope in Merleau-Ponty
Kascha Semon (Boston College, USA)

The concept of Nature is always the expression of an ontology and perhaps even its “privileged expression.”  The Latin for “nature,” nascere, means literally to be born.  The ontology revealed through Merleau-Ponty’s use of “nature” is an ontology of birth, or “natality” in the words of Arendt.  Merleau-Ponty frequently alludes to natality through metaphors, but he does not explicitly discuss the topic: for example, perception “is born” we are involved in a “perpetual pregnancy”; the flesh involves “invagination”; time itself is a “dehiscence of the present.”  Merleau-Ponty also frequently prefers certain French words that contain dead metaphors that imply natality: most notably, “connaissance” (rather than “savoir”) suggests a co-naissance, a birthing-together.  This paper argues that rather than a quirk of style, there is something in the topic itself that suggests or even requires metaphorical presentation.  As Merleau-Ponty claims, Time is frequently personified because temporality is subjectivity; natality likewise tends to appear metaphorically.  As Ricoeur argues, the aporias of temporality invite fictional and poetic imaginative presentation.  Certain temporal structures of human existence demand imaginative metaphorical expression.  Like time which “can be time only if it is not completely deployed,” natality and nature like to hide. 

Context and conflicts of  yoga as a mind-body therapeutic modality in research and clinical applications.
Stefanie C.F. Toise (Clark University, USA)

The western medical model is increasingly realizing the importance of psychological risk factors like stress on the body in impacting or complicating medical outcomes. One way to deal with stress effectively is yoga. Research has shown yoga to be effective in a number of risk factors for chronic diseases. These risk indices include glucose tolerance, sympathetic activation, and lipid profiles. But what is yoga? Dispensing with some common preconceptions at odds with the use of yoga as a therapeutic modality, yoga can be defined as a system of creating and maintaining health through the practices of physical poses, breathing exercises, mental concentration, meditation, and deep relaxation. The use of yoga as a therapeutic modality relies on a universal understanding of the body and mind as aspects of the whole organism, so physical poses and breathing exercises are used to effect change in mental states. Like any patient population, yoga is heterogeneous itself, with different types, different degrees of difficulty, and different philosophical grounds. Therefore, a yoga (mind-body) program must allow for heterogeneity by developing a curriculum for multiple functional ability levels, designing disease specific programs, designing documented and repeatable protocols, and helping patients to develop a home practice in order to effect behavioral change. In this paper I will discuss the medically measurable results from An Idiographic Study of Health Behavior Change: From Insulin Dependence to Independence and the design of an NIH funded pilot study, The Efficacy of Adapted Yoga in Managing Psychosocial l Risk in ICD Patients. Three features paramount in this lineage of research are discussed: the medical technology for obtaining significant measurable outcomes, the use of Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM) as an intervention, and psychological insight into yoga as a catalyst for sustainable behavioral change.


4:00-5:30								           	         Keynote 

Keynote Speaker:  
Richard Kearney (Boston College, USA; University College of Dublin, Ireland) 
































Thursday, June 12th, 2008

9:00-10:30								        Paper Session 1

An idiographic study of health behavior change form insulin dependence to independence
Stefanie C.F. Toise (Clark University, USA)

This idiographic study examines the psychological and behavioral changes which allowed the participant, Satya, to go from insulin dependence to insulin independence in
treatment of her type 2 diabetes mellitus. By following the trajectory of this process of change over time with specific relevance to her diagnosis, insulin use, and eventual insulin independence, Satya’s psychological intravariability and personal dynamics for change were expressed in measurable physiological outcomes. Satya’s use of yoga, its traditions and discipline, served as an important catalyst for lifestyle changes and their continued maintenance over time. Using the theoretical lenses of self-perception, self-compassion, worldview hypothesis, and the McMaster Model of Family Functioning, Satya’s successful health and lifestyle changes were examined in the context of intraindividual characteristics affecting her and others. In the final interview, the partnership model was employed to allow the participant and researcher to discuss the findings of the study from their own perspectives.


Reality check: Understanding the clinical reality of psychiatric mental health care system in the United States
Mijung Park (University of California San Francisco)

The purposes of this presentation are to 1) address methodological issues of studying ethnic and cultural minorities and 2) illustrate clinical reality of the culturally competent mental health care in the Unite States.
Ethnic minorities who suffer illnesses highly stigmatized within their communities are difficult or impossible to recruit. In this presentation, a new way of investigating the phenomenon was proposed: Tapping into the practitioners’ broad experiences with minorities. The knowledge developed via practice is important because it provides us with a realistic understanding about the practice and their clients. 
This is a hermeneutic phenomenological study. Participants were 20 psychiatric health care providers from various clinical settings. Providers were Registered Nurses, Psychiatrists, Social Workers, Psychologists, and Residents, and had, on average, 16.3 years of experience in treating Asian Americans. In individual interviews lasting approx 90 minutes providers’ narratives about incidents of care with AA patients and families, as well as their philosophies of care with AA were elicited. Analyses included paradigm case, exemplars, and thematic analysis. 
Study findings illustrated that providers assumed multiple roles when working with AA populations, including: 1) cultural brokering, 2) supporting families in transition, 3) recognizing and treating culture-bound syndromes, and 4) becoming Zen (like) practitioners. 

9:00-10:30								         Paper Session 2

Imagining the reality of practice: the gap between learning in the ‘safe’ practicum and learning in real clinical environments for final year nursing students.
Karen Rees (Bournemouth University, UK) 

In a study that sought to better understand something of the lived experience of final year nursing students of learning through reflective processes, all of the participants described experiences where they felt that significant learning had been derived from reflection on situations they had been specifically prepared for in simulated environments, but experienced for real for the first time. Although the contemporary literature explicitly links the mastery of skills such as cardiopulmonary resuscitation in a safe practicum with increased competency and confidence in the reality of practice, this was not the described lifeworld experience of the participants.  The participants described feeling more anxious in anticipation of the reality of situations they had been prepared for as they perceived that they should know what to do and would be expected to know what to do by their peers and colleagues.  This created significant anticipatory anxiety for all of the participants and although some of the participants did ‘know what to do’ when faced with real situations, others, having imagined and considered their role in practice, actively chose to disengage from real situations. This paper seeks to consider the participants experience of using reflective processes to understand, and bridge, the gap between simulation and the reality of practice

What makes a phenomenological study phenomenological? An analysis of peer-reviewed empirical nursing studies
Annelise Norlyk & Ingegerd Harder (University of Aarhus, Denmark)

This paper contributes to the discussion about phenomenological research approaches by highlighting and critiquing ways in which the approaches are presented in published nursing studies today. In the late 1990s, phenomenological nursing research was under serious attack. Researchers were accused of disregarding fundamental principles of phenomenology, misunderstanding key concepts, and undertaking phenomenological research without sufficient knowledge of phenomenology. This led to a discussion about phenomenological research methodology in order to enable researchers to pursue empirical studies within the phenomenological tradition. The discussion focused on theoretical complexities of phenomenology as a research approach in nursing. Our analysis focuses on empirical studies in nursing, based on peer-reviewed articles published from 2006 to 2007. The paper discusses 1) how nursing researchers named their approach, 2) which methodological keywords they listed and described 3) how they presented design and analysis, 4) how they presented their findings, and 5) how the findings were justified. The analysis revealed considerable variation in all 5 areas, ranging from brief to detailed presentations of the approach, and from inconsistencies to methodological clarity and rigor. Presentations of phenomenological approaches in published empirical studies have consequences for the conduction of future research and direct implications for the legitimacy of nursing science.

9:00-10:30								         Paper Session 3

A phenomenological reflection on higher education
Christian Thiboutot (University of Quebec, Montreal, Canada)

“The university can fulfill its unique cultural and spiritual role only when it maintains a creative distance from the surrounding workaday routines and realities. A university that stands entirely at the service of a narrowly conceived workaday world, that fuses completely with the interests of politics, business or industry cannot adequately fulfill its fundamental role of liberating the logos and of infusing old and wearied ways of thinking with genuinely new life.”  The author presents a reflection on contemporary higher education that takes as its point of departure six letters written by Reiner Maria Rilke in response to a young man’s request for guidance concerning his future education.  These letters, published under the title of “Letters to a young poet” shed a most interesting light on contemporary higher education and on the ancient ideal of Bildung (formation, education) as it applies to the education of future generations of human scientists and psychologists. 

A Qualitative Study of the Impact of Postindustrial Changes on Multigenerational Families Living in Homestead, Pennsylvania
Monica M. Walker (Duquesne University, USA)

Postindustrial changes have been studied at the societal and cultural level; however, psychologists have had little to say about how these changes have had a direct impact on individuals and families who are living out the changes in their daily lives.  Homestead, Pennsylvania is the site of my research because it was once the place of the most famous steel mill in America, and its struggles between unions and companies were some of the most famous and tragic in our history.  It was almost destroyed by poverty and crime after the mill closed, and has recently become the site of a controversial redevelopment project, which brought a retail and entertainment complex to the site of the old Homestead Works steel mill.  This project is an assessment and interpretation of four multigenerational families who have lived in Homestead throughout these changes.  I have modified Family Systems assessment techniques as part of a new qualitative research method as a way to interview about how family dynamics, relationships, values, and other aspects of psychological life have been affected by postindustrial changes.  I also utilized a series of archival and current photographs to interview families about the impact of specific changes in landscape. Interpretations are made from a phenomenological and hermeneutic perspective.  This study proposes to add social and community awareness to family therapy literature in search of new therapeutic assessment strategies and to promote new types of psychological research.  


9:00-10:30								         Paper Session 4

The phenomenology of assisted feeding: A study among people living with high cervical spinal cord injury
Bente Martinsen &  Ingegerd Harder (University of Aarhus, Denmark)

Eating difficulties have been found to seriously affect human life. People who are unable to eat in an ordinary way may feel mortified and may prefer to eat alone. Dining with family or in public is avoided. Independence is considered to be the most important aspect of the meal. Assisted feeding is a complex phenomenon. This paper describes assisted feeding as experienced by people living with high cervical spinal cord injury and a lifelong dependency on help from others. Sixteen people were interviewed twice and the second interview was combined with an observation. The data was analysed according to Reflective Lifeworld Research (Dahlberg et al. 2008). It will be shown that the essence of assisted feeding is both a prolonged and a transitory construction of a new eating pattern, which presupposes sensitivity and steadiness in the cooperation between the person with spinal cord injury and the helper. Seven constituents of the essence were identified: 1) the paralyzed body as a condition of life, 2) facing the altered meal, 3) reconciling with diminished bodily anchoring, 4) sensitive cooperation between self and helper, 5) realization of own values around meals 6) balanced use of meal related devices, 7) negotiating relationship with helpers.


In the heat of the night it is difficult to get it right: teanagers’ attitudes and values towards sexual risk-taking
Kina Hammarlund (first author), Ingela Lundgren, Maria Nystrom (Boras University College, Vaxjo University, University College of Skovde, Sweden)





10:45-12:15								                     Keynote

In Defense of Imagination: Narrative Inquiry as Poetic Science




1:15-2:45								         Paper Session 5

The meaning of tears: Focusing as a research tool for understanding the embodied experience of weeping.
Virginia Eatough (Birkbeck University of London, UK)

If our tears could speak to us what would they say? Our lived experiences of weeping are those which touch us in some way, resonate deep within us, and indicate that something of personal significance is at stake. Moreover, tearful experiences are emphatically embodied experiences drawing attention to how our experiences are lived through the body. Thus, it is important for qualitative researchers to think about how we might best attend to the bodily dimensions of the phenomena we study as well as how we might better grasp the ways in which the body reveals the world to us. This paper reports a hermeneutic phenomenological study of weeping which sought to understand weeping from the perspective of the embodied, situated and meaning-making person. In particular, the aim was to try and grasp weeping’s bodily pre-reflective dimension, what Gendlin refers to as the felt sense (Gendlin, 1981). Interviews with female participants incorporated Focusing as a systematic form of embodied enquiry (Todres, 2007) in order to capture this felt sense and grasp how weeping “speaks” in a way that language cannot. Preliminary findings will be described and the use of Focusing to attend to the embodied dimension of our tears discussed. 

Ambiguous encounters: embracing ‘relational research’
Linda Finlay (The Open University, UK)
“There is a reciprocal insertion and intertwining of one in the other” says Merleau-Ponty (1968, p.138).  With relational approaches to phenomenological research, data is seen to emerge out of the researcher--co-researcher relationship.  Data is co-created in the embodied dialogical encounter. What we can learn and know about another arises within the intersubjective space between. As researcher and co-researcher intermingle in “pre-analytic participation” (1968, p.203), each touches and impacts on the other. This opening between is a zone of ambiguity and uncertainty where anything can surface and the unforeseen hovers. In this presentation, I outline the processes of my own ‘relational research’ approach. Drawing on both Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy and examples from various research projects, I explore the value of opening ourselves to the research encounter.  My aim is to give a sense of those special revelatory moments of embodied intersubjective intertwining when we find ourselves surprised and touched by the Other. 

1:15-2:45								         Paper Session 6

The Wisdom Behind the Veil:  An exploration of veiling as a cultural practice that both reveals and conceals values and identities
Leyla Welkin  (Seattle University USA)

This paper explores cultural meanings and values represented by the practice of veiling.  I argue that veiling occurs both in Turkey, a Muslim Middle Eastern society, and through the standards and practices associated with beauty in popular U.S. media driven culture. Both contemporary popular U.S. culture and conservative Turkish societies constrict and restrict women’s self expression and orient women’s identities to the service of men’s needs and control. Different types of veiling practices obscure the meaning and power of femininity and focus attention on the ways that femininity is defined in opposition to or as subordinate to masculinity.  At its most fundamental level, veiling signals the power of a symbolic quality that I will describe as the feminine.  This quality has been obscured and confused by political and cultural preoccupation with perceived values conflicts between Middle Eastern societies and societies in “the West”. Once we sort through and set aside obscuring conflicts, we can come closer to an examination of the essential qualities of women’s experiences and qualities of the feminine. 

On the need for critique (and care) in phenomenological theory, research and practice
Darren Langdridge (The Open University, UK)

 In this paper I discuss the possibilities and problems that may emerge when attempting to engage directly with socio-political theory in phenomenological research and practice. This will include discussion of the need to employ critical hermeneutics of suspicion, drawing principally on the work of Paul Ricoeur alongside ideas from contemporary critical social theory, in order to recognise and work with the ideologically situated nature of all research and practice. The explicit importation of socio-political theory into both research and practice enables the researcher/practitioner to recognise and work with the twin impact of the researcher/practitioner and social world on the co-construction of narratives and narrative identities. However, this crucially requires a distinction to be drawn between depth and imaginative hermeneutics: the latter being teleological rather than archaeological and being advocated here within phenomenological research and practice in order to better facilitate the opening up of new narrative possibilities. This distinction between hermeneutics is critical - alongside 'care' for the subject of the research/practice - in order to avoid the risk of the projection of the illusions of the subject that may result from the move away from empathy and the application of archaeological hermeneutics. To illustrate this more concretely the paper will include details of the analysis of research and psychotherapeutic practice with sexual minority participants/clients. It is argued, in the light of the heterosexism and homophobia still endemic in these late modern times, that only by employing queer hermeneutics of suspicion can the researcher and practitioner critically analyse stories of minority sexualities and open up new narrative possibilities beyond the limits of the present social imaginary.

1:15-2:45								         Paper Session 7

Broadening the imagination: Literature as qualitative inquiry
Svend Brinkmann (University of Aarhus, Denmark)

In recent years, there has been a literary turn in parts of the social sciences. Some researchers talk about “writing as a method of inquiry”, others approach social science as a form of literature. In this presentation, I move in the opposite direction by conceiving of literature as a form of qualitative social and human science. I hope to find inspiration in literature to broaden my imagination as a qualitative researcher. In spite of being fictitious, literature is a mirror of human experience in a given historical and cultural context.

First, I will consider literature in general as a form of qualitative inquiry. I investigate the conventional differences between the genres of literary and scientific writing and argue that a work is primarily attributed to a certain genre according to the frequency with which it uses certain rhetorical devices. I take up the question whether it matters that there is a fictitious element in literature, which is absent from conventional forms of empirical research.

Second, I exemplify my approach to literature as qualitative inquiry by looking at the French novelist, Michel Houellebecq. Houellebecq’s style represents a form of “literary sociology”, depicting human lives in a consumer society where relationships between people are seen as market relations. I argue that we as qualitative researchers can learn as much from Houellebecq about contemporary human lives, experiences, and sufferings, as we can from traditional empirical research. I present Houellebecq’s literary sociology as a postmodern version of the original positivism in the tradition of Comte, Flaubert, and Zola. Like phenomenology, this tradition valorizes close descriptions of observed social phenomena and seeks to avoid theoretical speculation. Thus, as Husserl stated, if positivism means being faithful to the phenomena, then we, the phenomenologists, are the true positivists!
 
On Being a Lover of Myth and a Seeker of Wisdom
Timothy Leonard (Saint Xavier University, USA)

The theologian and biblical scholar John Dominic Crossan once laid out a typology of stories that make worlds, challenge those worlds, and ultimately subvert them. Myths, he said, are stories that make a coherent world for a community, culture, or society, such as the myth of George Washington that tells Americans that truthtelling is basic to being American. The myth only goes so far, however, and needs to be explained when contradictions emerge by apologetic tales of heroic spies who live lies, such as Nathan Hale. Apologies in turn become convoluted and demand satire, such as that to be found in George Carlin’s stories of the abuse of language. Finally, there is the parable, such as Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man which subverts the myth that white Americans tell the truth and live by it, specifically in race relations. Philosophy unpacks myth, and the Crossan framework can be understood as an instance of Gödel’s incompleteness theorem. The paper explains the above elements, and shows how comprehensive storytelling using this framework can be used in education as an instrument of imaginative and cognitive knowing.

1:15-2:45								         Paper Session 8

Imagination and Creativity in Grounded Theory Method
Massimiliano Tarozzi (University of Trento, Italy)

Insights are the main source of every theorizing process, especially within the Grounded Theory Method (GTM). Not surprisingly, the founding book (Glaser, Strauss, 1967) ended with a chapter devoted to the significance and the heuristic function of the insight in theory development. Insight has to do both with the virtues of creativity and imagination, and with the cognitive logic of discovery in GTM (Reichertz, 2007). According to examples drawn from research I have conducted in recent years, in this paper I will argue that creativity is a key element of the theoretical sensitivity, a core concept in GTM.  Indeed creativity and imagination are deeply related to the logic of abduction (Peirce, 1958) which is the fundamental way of reasoning on which GTM is based. In particular in this presentation I will outline how creativity works in GT development. Basically, this competence has to do with the ability to produce metaphors. According to Vico (Verene, 1981; Vico, 1948), imagination, which is the eye of acumen (ingenii oculos), can link remote phenomena and, as a consequence, it produces new knowledge. For this reason imagination allows the GT researcher to facilitate the constant comparison among data, categories, and properties.

Towards a phenomenologically grounded theory of doubt
Ilja Maso (University for Humanistic Studies, Utrecht, The Netherlands)

In choosing what to do, everybody doubts from time to time. However, hardly anybody seems to know what happens when they do that. This ignorance is not only confined to everyday life, but persists in science and philosophy. This is a consequence of the fact that, although there are some theoretical and practical approaches to doubt, these are not grounded on empirical research. To correct this, I have taught approximately sixty undergraduates to research phenomenologically one or more of their own doubt experiences. In this paper, I will present a brief overview of the empirical phenomenological method that has been used in this project, a description of some of the experiences that resulted from the phenomenological reduction, the outcome of the eidetic reduction of all the researched experiences, and a short overview of some theoretical insights that can influence this outcome.

3:00-4:30								                     Keynote


Symbolism and the Imaginary in Infancy: A Merleau-Pontean Phenomenology of the Tacit Imagination.










Friday, June 13, 2008

9:00-10:30								         Symposium 1

Student Contributions in Qualitative Research 
Moderator:  Donald Moss (Saybrook Graduate School and Research Center, San Francisco USA)
Discussant:  Steen Halling (Seattle University, USA)

The future of qualitative research depends on the development and training of the next generation of researchers.  This symposium presents the research of four students/recent graduates of the Saybrook Graduate School and Research Center, and showcases the diversity of qualitative research today.  The first presentation presents a descriptive phenomenological investigation of first generation Hispanic college students, focusing on their motivation and desire for higher education.  The second paper uses narrative analysis to investigate the individual experience and personal significance of creativity in facilitating individual transformation, in students enrolled in a creative arts training program.  The third paper uses a mixed method approach, including both questionnaire and qualitative data to explore the process of songwriting, and the interplay of spirituality and creativity in that process.  The fourth paper is a descriptive phenomenological study of moments of the lived experience of clinical intuition in the psychotherapeutic process, based on interviews with four experienced psychotherapists. Each of the presenters will provide some rationale for choosing the specific methodological approach, and will highlight strengths of this qualitative method for the phenomenon under research.

Desire for Higher Education in First-Generation Hispanic College Students Enrolled in an Academic Support Program:  A Phenomenological Analysis
Tamara Olive  (Saybrook Graduate School, USA)

Numerous empirical studies have been conducted to examine first-generation college students, those individuals whose parents have not attended college. Their personality characteristics, cognitive development, academic preparation, and first-year performance have all been topics of research; yet there appears to be little in the literature exploring the motivation of these individuals to seek higher education.  There are even fewer studies targeting academic motivation in Hispanic students.  The purpose of this study was to conduct a phenomenological examination of the desire to attend college among first-generation Hispanic students participating in an academic support program.  One-hour taped interviews were conducted with three volunteer participants enrolled in the Student Support Services federally funded TRIO program at Sul Ross State University.  Meaning units and constituents were extracted, and general structures were developed using the Descriptive Phenomenological Method (Giorgi, 1985). The phenomenological analysis resulted in two structures that address the effectiveness of academic outreach programming and identify the roles of self-efficacy, successful experiences in high school, a desire for improved socioeconomic status, a need to contribute to the well-being of others, a break with tradition, and the influence of respected role models in facilitating a desire for higher education in first-generation Hispanic college students.   
Experiencing Creativity:  Pilot Interview Study with Participants in Natalie Rogers’ Person-Centered Expressive Arts Therapy Certificate Program
Josanne Kurkinen  (Saybrook Graduate School, USA)

In this qualitative study participants explored their experiences of creativity while engaging in an expressive arts program.  Participants for the study were recruited from individuals enrolled in a person-centered expressive arts therapy (PC-EAT) certificate training program.  PC-EAT was developed by Natalie Rogers through integrating expressive arts with the guiding beliefs of the person-centered therapy approach, developed by her father, Carl Rogers.  

Carl Rogers identified the ultimate facilitative conditions in a therapeutic relationship that support personal growth and transformation.   He described the healing force in psychotherapy as the tendency towards self-actualization, a tendency which he equated with creativity. Studies have shown that creativity can be nurtured by providing a supportive and facilitative environment that encourages novelty and exploration, allowing sufficient time to ponder and reflect, and adopting a non-evaluative approach (Bohart & Tallman, 1999).

This descriptive study is based on participants’ narrative explorations of their experience of creativity while engaging in the expressive arts and how that process has facilitated personal change.  My research inquiry is based on the hypothesis that there is a link between creativity, resourcefulness, and change and that the link can be activated and enhanced through engagement with expressive arts.    

Previous research on the topic of expressive arts therapy and creativity has focused on developing a broad construct of creativity based on similarities in participants’ experience of creativity (Khanna, 1989); demonstrating a connection between creative process and inner knowing (Edwards, 1999); and examining the role of creativity and ritual in human development and the effect of expressive arts on healing (Jahner, 2001).  This study focuses on individual experience and personal significance of creativity in facilitating individual transformation and change.  Using narrative methods, data was examined for both holistic content, noting what was unique about each participant’s experience, and for categorical content, highlighting similar as well as diverse themes among participants.  

Creativity, Spirituality, and Self-Expansiveness in the Process of Writing Popular Music
Carlos V. Guzman (University of Phoenix, USA)
This qualitative study aimed at discovering what constitutes the process of songwriting and how songwriters use spirituality in creating their songs.  The study was guided by the following research questions:  1) What is the connection between creativity and spirituality from the songwriter’s perspective?  2) What comprises the work of the songwriting process?  3) What fosters a songwriter’s creativity?  4) What role does spirituality play in the songwriting process?  5) In what ways do emotions influence the songwriting process?  6) From where does a songwriter gain inspiration?  7) If a songwriter experiences writer’s block, what does the songwriter do to overcome it?

A semi-structured interview format and two instruments, the Self-Expansiveness (SELF-R) and the Expressions of Spirituality Inventory (ESI-R), were used to collect qualitative and quantitative data.  Twelve professional songwriters recruited from www.musicianconnection.com (​http:​/​​/​www.musicianconnection.com​) participated consisting of 11 male Caucasians and 1 female Caucasian from the Orange County and Los Angeles areas of California.  

There were four dominant themes: 1) mood/emotions, 2) internal process, 3) flow, and 4) energy.  The analysis also revealed patterns:  1) musical image, 2) self-dialogue, 3) writing from the heart, 4) losing track of time, 5) higher power, and 6) vibe.  These themes and patterns provided evidence of spirituality, while the results of the two instruments showed high scores on the Cognitive Orientation towards Spirituality Dimension of the ESI-R and the Personal Subscale of the SELF-R. The themes and patterns were interpreted and discussed in connection to the seven research questions.  Also discussed was the extent of corroboration found between the qualitative and quantitative data.  The study is useful in pointing out various spiritual, cognitive, and emotional dimensions as well as the influences of these dimensions on the songwriting process.  The results of this study are limited to the responses of these 12 participants.  Future research could focus on the emergent themes in more depth.  A larger sample size may permit more generalizability of findings across various kinds of songwriters.  Further convergent validation and inclusion of both qualitative and quantitative data collection are recommended for future study. 

A Phenomenological Study of the Lived Experience of Clinical Intuition 
Marcie L. Stresemann (Saybrook Graduate School, USA)

The following phenomenological study investigated the lived experience of clinical intuition. Four licensed mental health professionals participated in the study.  The investigation sought to elucidate qualities of the experience of clinical intuition while in session with clients.  The purposes of the study were to expand the current understanding of how clinical intuition was accessed by therapists as a therapeutic tool with clients and to better understand how clinical intuition was experienced by these therapists.
The participants were comprised of 4 female therapists, ages 35 to 58, who had been in practice from 8 to 30 years.  The participants were asked to provide a personal definition of clinical intuition followed by a 1 hour interview about the phenomena of their clinical intuition.  A follow up interview was conducted with each participant wherein each participant read her transcribed interview and offered additional data elicited by the reading of the transcript.  Follow up interviews lasted approximately 45 minutes.

Giorgi’s (1989, 2003) descriptive phenomenological method was employed for this study.  In accordance with Giorgi’s method, each participant was asked to explore as fully and deeply as possible her own lived experience of clinical intuition.  The main research question was:  What is the lived experience of clinical intuition for these participants?
The study yielded 17 distinct findings on clinical intuition for these participants.  Findings included phenomena about preparatory processes to access intuition, remaining present with and open to intuition, establishing intuitive connection with clients, intuitive phenomena, impact of clinical intuition on therapy and the role of meditative practices on therapists’ ability to consistently access intuited information about clients.  The findings suggest that future study may be appropriately focused on meditative practices that facilitate accessing intuition.  In addition, the existing literature should be examined and synthesized further to better form a whole and coherent picture of what is known about clinical intuition to date.





9:00-10:30								            Symposium 2

Three Phenomenological Investigations of Childhood
Chair: Eva Simms (Duquesne University, USA)
                       
The papers to be presented on this panel explore the different ways in which children relate to others and world. However, central to all the papers is the formation of a descriptive understanding that sheds light on how the world both shapes and is shaped by the child. Experiential descriptions of these different phenomena are explored in order to understand them as fundamentally lived and experienced. Along with the Duquesne Method, we also utilized Colaizzi's (1973) "individual phenomenological reflection." However, the kinds of data gathered differed greatly, ranging from written descriptions, interviews, and personal recollection.  These various entry points allowed the research participants to engage with the researcher, and their past experience, in different ways; thus each entry point can be seen as further shaping of the phenomenon in question.  To interpret and discuss our findings we make use of different thinkers, including Heidegger, Ricoeur, Merleau-Ponty, and Straus. 

An Existential-Phenomenological Study of Being a Class Clown
Amy Taylor (Duquesne University, USA)

Those individuals whom one might refer to as class clowns are a misunderstood group.  This study aimed to understand the lived experience of class clowns.  Three participants wrote present tense descriptions of a time in which they were class clowns.  Interviews focused on the individual's experience at that time, then how they
understood the experience in broader social, cultural, historical, and personal contexts.  All participants discussed experiences of disjointedness, thematically expressed in topics including relationship with the teacher or adult figure, setting in terms of the
space, time, and the others present, and relationship to one's own body.  Implications include restructuring classrooms to make room for the class clown to express herself.

The Child's Uncanny Home
Cody Maddox (Duquesne University, USA)

The Uncanny has long been the subject of psychoanalytic interpretation.  However, these have largely been literary examinations and research into the lived experience of the Uncanny has yet to be explored.  Therefore, this preliminary study gathered uncanny childhood recollections that occurred in the home.  IPA analysis was used to uncover the overarching thematic structures; however their full emergence only came after atypical recollections were reexamined as complete narratives.  The Uncanny was conceptualized as a disclosure of world, rather than an internal event.  The multi-level analysis uncovered a lived-space that was both individual and social.  The design of the home was found to be a major factor in the formation of the spatial attunement.  The primary
attunement of the child's home was the loving presence of her family. It enveloped the child, and expanded out toward the world.  Yet, within the lived-space of the home the Uncanny signified a divide. The Uncanny space, which most often lurked in the basement, was one of isolation.  Here, the child was thrown back upon herself and the social world, even in the form of a threat, became a welcomed relief. This relief was a complete change in the spatial attunement, not just the alleviation of anxiety.

Toward a Phenomenological Understanding of Obsessive-Compulsive
Disorder in Childhood
Jessica Callanan (Duquesne University, USA)

This paper explores obsessive-compulsive behavior in childhood by employing Colaizzi's (1973) "individual phenomenological reflection" upon data drawn from the author's own childhood experiences.  These data have been interpreted using an existential-phenomenological framework informed by Martin Heidegger, Erwin Strauss, and Maurice Merleau-Ponty. In this paper I have articulated the obsessive-compulsive ritual as an ontical variation of a child's more general (ontological) orientation toward the world.  My challenge was to offer a qualitatively distinct characterization of the obsessive-compulsive style. As to my data analysis, I think of my work as an "ontologically informed" reflection which tries to be faithful (phenomenologically) to my own experiences as given to me in my recollections. In so far as this work is phenomenological, I have attended to the "intentionalities" revealed in recollections of my own childhood obsessive-compulsive thoughts and behaviors.   The writings
of Straus and Heidegger led me to recall the contexts and the rich textures of my childhood experiences. Specifically, Straus' attention to the child's sensitivity to their sensory reality is brought into dialogue with Heidegger's (1927/1962) concepts of "worldhood" and "readiness-to-hand" in order to reveal obsessive-compulsive childhood
rituals in their ontological context.  Straus is helpful because he makes us aware that the obsessive-compulsive ritual is not totally distinct from everyday experiences. I have used the results of Heidegger's own phenomenological reflections at the ontological level to inform and frame my own direct phenomenological descriptions. Interpreting obsessive behavior in childhood through both Straus and Heidegger illuminates the child's relation to things within the world as a relationship characterized by symbolic meaning and not just practical interest. The findings of this exploratory study are then brought into dialogue with Merleau-Ponty's notion of the body schema.


9:00-10:30								         Paper Session 1


Dinnerstein’s Cultural Theory: Naturalistic Science or Hermeneutic Circle?  	   Louise Taylor (Ramapo College, USA)





Through the lens of Feng Shui: a phenomenological study of psychiatrists’ offices form a depth psychological perspective
Kathrine Grace Morris (Private practice)

	This study is a psychological examination of psychiatrists’ office settings in an endeavor to see the invisible, hear the unspoken, and discern the possible transference using the lens of the feng shui bagua.  Following a phenomenological heuristic approach to the study, I developed the research protocol for this study.   
I wanted to know how and why therapists created the treatment settings they did. Because psychotherapy tends to the world of human beings, I sought to explore the psychotherapists’ spatial settings in relation to this “human world” they tended.
What transference did an elder psychoanalyst have to his consultory, which was tucked below street level, with iron-barred windows that looked out to a barren, cement courtyard?. Might the treadmill sitting behind the chair of an analyst reflect something from the personal or the collective unconscious? What is the psychotherapist’s relationship to her setting? What stories or myths did psychotherapists want their settings to tell—to themselves or to their clients?
The participants also made contact with unexpected psychological/meaningful material during the process. The first surprise in the study was the amount of information which came forth from the participant as a result of the process of the study, and then later as a result of my analysis. The second surprise was the fact that, save one, all of the participants spontaneously made changes in their consultory after the first visit.  





9:00-10:30								         Paper Session 2

Negotiations, adjustment, and vulnerability: First time mother’s experiences of communication and contact with the staff at the labour ward prior to hospitalization.
Tine Schauer Eri (Haukeland University Hospital, Norway) 
Gunnhild  Blaaka (Bergen University, Norway)

Purpose: To explore nulliparous women’s perception of communication and contact with the delivery ward prior to hospitalization.
Background: A trend in western maternity care is to postpone hospitalization of labouring women until the active phase of labour, because research show that later admission leads to less complications and better obstetric results. Thus, the time labouring women spend in their home without professional support increases. They have to make assessments and decisions alone, with their birth-companion, or by contacting the labour ward. 
Methods: The design of this study is qualitative with a phenomenological approach. 17 women expecting their first child were included in a study addressing first time mothers’ experiences in early labour. This paper is based on the in-depth interviews with the women one to three weeks after birth.
Results: The interview analysis revealed four main categories and the interaction between those; (a) A process involving negotiations, (b) Adjusting to the language of medicine,
 (c) The risk of being sent home, (d) Extreme vulnerability. 
Conclusion: Exploring first time mothers’ experiences of communication and contact with the staff at the labour ward reveals that labouring women are not free to express their feelings and subtle signs of labour, but have to negotiate and adjust to have their experiences acknowledged.

Offering continuous labor support - student midwive's experiences.
Stina Thorstensson
Aim; to explore and describe student midwife experiences in offering continuous labour support. 
Design: Due to the aim a qualitative research design was chosen. Student midwives offered continuous labour support to five women/couples each and wrote narratives from each of these occasions. Written narratives from 11 student midwives were analysed using qualitative content analysis. 
Findings: When student midwives offer continuous labour support to the woman/couple they try to establish rapport. When this works their presence, their sense of confidence and their ability to offer reassurance will increase. If to establish rapport do not work the students experience a sense of powerlessness, a need for reassurance and a lack of confidence. 
Key conclusions: To offer continuous labour support to the woman and/or her partner made the students aware of the importance to establish rapport and it made them realise the impact their mere presence in the room could have. The students had a need for reassurance which could hamper their effort to establish rapport. To feel a lack of confidence made the student focus more strongly on their medical skills and on their perceived role as student midwife.   
Implications for practice: This study can initiate discussions about how student midwives learn to be supportive. Also to what role models the students encounter during their clinical training in Sweden. 

10:45-12:15	     						   Special Session

Amedeo Giorgi (Saybrook Graduate School)
Some Qualitative Researchers in the History of Psychology and a Comparison of their Methods with Phenomenology 

Even though it is far from being the dominant method in psychological research, qualitative research has always been present within psychology, even within the academic context, since the so-called founding of psychology by Wundt. The strategies of a half dozen psychologists will be reviewed and evaluated. All of them worked empirically but qualitatively. The empirical strategies they employed will be contrasted with Husserlian eidetic methods.

1:30-3:00						                                    Symposium 3

The Logos of Phenomena: The Real, the Life-World and the Subject Matter of Phenomenological Research
Convener/Chair/Discussant: Gilbert Garza (University of Dallas, USA)

Using four examples of phenomenological research as practiced at the University of Dallas, this symposium explores the question, “what does phenomenological research study when it claims to study ‘lived experience’?” Drawing on the Heideggerian epistemology of revealing, on his definitions of phenomenology as “[letting] that which shows itself be seen from itself in the very way it shows itself from itself,” (1927/1962, p. 58) and as the making manifest of phenomena through logos, understood as rede, discourse; these examples will serve as a basis for asking, “what is the ontological and epistemological status of the descriptions of experience that comprise the data of these studies?” Bearing in mind that Dasein “shows himself as the entity which talks” (1927/1962, 208, emphasis added), that care is made manifest by logos understood as rede or discourse, that logos renders phenomena as such, and that “reality (not the Real) is dependent on Care,” (Heidegger, 1927/1962, p. 255) we will illustrate how the data of these projects entail a productive referentiality (Ricoeur, 1979) and thus comprise the realization of phenomena -- the rendering as real of a world of lived experience for our co-researchers and not a mere ‘re-presentation’ of a transcendent reality ‘in itself.’

Hear and There: An Existential-Phenomenological Inquiry into
Women’s Frequent Cell Phone Use
Brittany Landrum (University of Dallas, USA)

In light of the increasing ubiquity of wireless devices into our lives and the recent consideration of video game addiction by the American Medical Association (2007), this paper presents an existential-phenomenological inquiry into women’s frequent cell phone use.  The consequences and concerns highlighted in the review of the empirical literature of this increasingly prevalent phenomenon indicate a need for further research for this potential addiction as it has not yet been named in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for Mental Disorders. Participants were asked to abstain from using their cell phone for a period of three days and respond to a prompt by writing a journal about the experience.  Analysis of the participants’ responses was conducted using qualitative phenomenological research methods to uncover the lived referential horizons of the cell phone as revealed by women’s frequent cell phone use.  Some themes that emerged from the data included a changed meaning of presence in terms of where, when, and with whom one is in-the-world.  Due to the social nature of the cell phone, particular emphasis is placed upon the relationship to the Other following the phenomenology of Emmanuel Levinas.  


The Prodigal’s Brother: An Existential Phenomenological Study of the Experienced Impact of an Addicted Sibling

Ally Davis (University of Dallas, USA)

This study examines the lived impact on co-researchers’ experience of self in relation to family of having a sibling addicted to drugs.  This was revealed through the analysis of reflective descriptions of two co-researchers, one male and one female, who have experienced this situation.  The co-researchers were each asked an initial question and two sets of follow-up questions to obtain descriptive data.  These data were then analyzed individually according to the method described by Giorgi (1985).  Individual analysis revealed situated themes for each co-researcher’s experience. This was followed by comparative analysis of thematic convergences and divergences across the data and in light of imaginative variation as described by Garza (2004).   Some major themes of the experience of this situation included lived tensions between pain before and acceptance of the impact of the addicted sibling, vulnerability and rage before the impact of the addicted sibling, anger directed towards involved family members including the addicted sibling, the bifurcation of the addicted sibling as both loved and hated and in the eyes of the co-researchers, and the centrality of the addict in the siblings experience of self, other and world, and the paradoxical struggle not to realize the impact of the addicted sibling.  

The Unexpected Death of a Child: One Extended Family’s Experience
Of Loss and Bereavement
Sofia Castillo (University of Dallas, USA)

Death is an aspect of human existence addressed in all cultures and beliefs.   Grief and bereavement are something that almost everyone will experience at some point in his or her life.  This process through grief and bereavement is especially difficult when it is for a family member.  A parent’s experience of the unexpected death of their child, however, is a journey through pain and loss that is almost unbearable.  This experience can have an overwhelming and life-changing affect on the everyday lives of parents. This study of parents’ experience of the unexpected death of a child, within one extended family, follows a phenomenological approach.  It is the study of the moments that are telling of the experience of this specific phenomenon.   It is a step away from the natural science approach and a shift from mere quantification of the phenomenon.  It aims at studying a parent’s experience of the unexpected death of child as meaningfully lived by the parent.  This study sheds light on the importance of phenomenological research given that the findings enhance the empirical research on the death of a child but also illuminate what is absent from the empirical research of this phenomenon.  

Set Me Free: An Existential Phenomenological Approach 
to Living a Situation as Date Rape
Mollie E. Ward (University of Dallas, USA)

Quantitative studies show that most women who have experienced a situation  which meets the legal definition of rape do not characterize the situation as a rape (Peterson & Muehlenhard, 2004 and 2007; McMullin & White, 2006; Layman, Gidyez, & Lynn, 1996). This study asked four women who live a situation as date rape to reflect and describe their experience of coming to live it as having been raped. Using the existential phenomenological approach to qualitative research as described by Giorgi (1985) and a comparative analysis as described by Garza (2004), the descriptions of realizing rape were analyzed. Convergent themes expressed in the descriptions include: an immediate and lingering embodiment of violation; a changing sense of self; questioning blame and responsibility; grappling with consent; and a lived value in calling it rape. Each woman benefited in writing about her coming to live it as a rape, and each lived the realization as playing a role in their healing. Such results could be very useful in therapy, as they illustrate the power of guided written reflections as therapeutic and could provide a basis for fostering assertiveness and healing in women who have not yet come to some resolution of their lived confusion.

1:30-3:00							                        Symposium 4

Becoming a bodily healing community: Voices from a graduate student focusing group  
Amanda B. Lowe (Duquesne University, USA)
Karin Arndt (Duquesne University, USA)
Claire LeBeau (Duquesne University, USA)

This spring, four female clinical psychology graduate students with a common interest in integrating bodily practices into psychotherapy held a weekly focusing group. We sought to provide a forum to gain and share our experiences with Gendlin's Focusing technique and to discuss, explore and support possibilities for using the process in our clinical practices. We found the combination of working with the bodily-oriented practice in a warm, supportive, and serious-yet-playful environment to be more powerful than we expected in furthering our understanding of ourselves as psychotherapists, researchers, and women. Each of these papers thematize and theorize particularly salient aspects of this experience.

Feeling without touching: Trusting our bodily knowledge of the other in focusing,  psychotherapy, and research
Amanda B. Lowe (Duquesne University, USA)

In this paper, I will explore how my experiences in our weekly focusing group helped me to deepen and integrate my lived understanding of bodily intersubjectivity, the living feeling of our fundamental interpersonal interconnectedness. Specifically, I will discuss my developing thoughts on how to safely cultivate and employ this “second-person awareness” (Churchill, 2006) as a trustworthy, spontaneous, preconceptual, and highly detailed source of knowledge of what is happening between oneself and others, and how that knowledge strongly suggests ways of responding and shaping encounters in therapeutic ways. To illustrate this, I will give a brief phenomenological description of a specific moment of anxiety in the group, focusing particularly on my bodily understanding of how everyone in the group was feeling, and how careful, sustained attention to those feelings gave me very specific guidance as to how to act therapeutically in response. I will also briefly explore the implications of this for phenomenological research.

Coming home:  Focusing as a praxis of self-reunion and female community building 
Karin Arndt (Duquesne University, USA)

It is a frequent complaint of women today that they lack a sense of feeling “at home” in their own bodies as well as feeling “uncomfortable in their own skin.”  It is commonplace in contemporary American culture (especially white, middle-class culture) for women to regard their bodies from an external/visual standpoint, viewing themselves as objects to be continuously worked on, disciplined, and ultimately consumed by others.  This self-objectification can lead to a deadening cycle of self-referral as well as a sense of shame, disconnection, and distance from one’s own flesh.  This paper will explore the ways in which Gendlin’s focusing work can help address this lack of comfort in one’s own body by helping one cultivate an experience of her body as lived proprioceptively, from the inside out, leading to a heightened sense of aliveness, spaciousness, and freedom in the body/self.  This paper will also examine the potential of a women’s-only focusing group to be a contemporary, embodied form of “consciousness-raising” that was integral to second wave feminist praxis but out of vogue today.  I will argue that such body-oriented group work, operating at a community level, is vital to not only individual well-being but social and ecological health as well.  

In The Same Boat: The Healing Power of Communally Embodied Imagery
Claire LeBeau (Duquesne University, USA)

Eugene Gendlin’s Focusing Technique provides theory and praxis for accessing the personal transformative power of bodily experienced metaphors and images. In this paper, I explore how these bodily experienced metaphors and images can be participatory and collective, and can provide a means for additional personal and collective transformation. Through examples drawn from my psychotherapy work with clients and the collective process of our weekly Focusing group, I will describe and examine how collective honoring, acknowledging and welcoming of present bodily feeling-images, as well as collective openness to whatever feeling-images might be on the way constitutes a specific context that facilitates healing transformation of everyone involved.


1:30-3:00							                     Paper Session 3

Dialogical ‘Generalization’ in Interview-studies
Lene Tanggaard (Aalborg University, Denmark)

In the following paper, the aim is to explore what it means to be in a dialogue in an interview. The paper is based primarily on the work of the Russian philosopher Bahktin (1981) and it can be seen as a contribution to the growing field of discursive interviewing (Potter, 2003, Parker, 2005). In particular, attention will be focused on seeing dialogues as a multi-voice scenario characterised by both centrifugal (towards agreement) and centripetal (towards disagreement) forces. It will furthermore be argued that what is peculiar about interviewing is that it makes it possible for us to actually explore diversity and variation in social discourse and as such to do dialogical ‘generalization’. Dialogical ‘generalization’ refers to the process of learning that may happen when people consult a particular interview study: e.g. when the reading may initiate new actions and change peoples’ thinking both within the research and the broader public community.

Hermeneutics and observation – a discussion
Dagfinn Nåden (Oslo University College, Norway)

This paper deals with hermeneutics and observation. The purpose is to discuss some central concerns of hermeneutics in relation to observation as a research method. The paper focuses in short on hermeneutics as a research approach in general, before specific attention is centred on the hermeneutic process, pre-understanding, understanding, sensitivity, the fore-conception of completeness and language. Two examples from an observation study in caring science are presented. 
The paper ends with a discussion of the importance of proceeding without haste and of silence in observational hermeneutic research. The researcher must allow himself to be influenced by these qualities if the observations are to be partaken in a hermeneutic spirit. Physical time must be of lesser importance than inner time. The possibility then exists that the researcher can wander the hermeneutic spiral to the depth of that which it is possible to reveal. 


1:30-3:00							                     Paper Session 4

Hermeneutic Phenomenology  and Psychotherapy
Bertha Mook (University of Ottawa, Canada)

Today, the field of psychotherapy with children, adults and families is dominated by techniques and reflect a mosaic of incoherent and fragmented mini-theories. With its practical focus, it shows little or no interest in its scientific paradigm and tends to overlook its philosophical foundations. In this paper, psychotherapy will be seen as a human science which is theoretically grounded in the philosophy of hermeneutic phenomenology as developed by Merleau-Ponty, Gadamer and Ricoeur. Hermeneutic phenomenology offers a foundational ground for the human being as meaningfully engaged in his world and in his relationships to self and others. It will be argued that the work of psychotherapy can be seen as a specific kind of discourse which unfolds over time. Ricoeur’s theory of discourse and of interpretation as well as his hermeneutic phenomenological method facilitates understanding and interpretation of the personal and familial narratives disclosed within the therapeutic encounter. In child psychotherapy, the work of Gadamer on play and art helps us to interpret the imaginative play narratives of children as well as other artistic expressions. The importance of the realm of creative imagination in psychotherapy will be emphasized.

Eros in Existential Analysis
Miles Groth  (Wagner College, USA)

The goal of phenomenology is to secure the phenomena as they appear—that is, to save the phenomena. But with which phenomenon must we begin?  This is a fundamental question for clinical psychologists. The most compelling response to the question was given by Heidegger: existence (Da-sein).  I propose instead that to understand the therapeutic action of existential analysis we must begin with the phenomenon eros, which I argue is the context in which existence makes its appearance everywhere in human life, including psychotherapy. I define eros as the source of sheer possibility in the other in a relation based on mutuality. I make a decisive distinction between eros and sexuality. The view presented is illustrated with the story of a 20-year-old male in existential analysis.


3:15-4:45							                     Symposium 5

Conceptual and Applied Perspectives on Goethe’s Way of Science
Convener and moderator: David Seamon (Kansas State University, USA)

Relatively few people know that the eminent German poet and playwright Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) also produced a sizable body of scientific work that focused on such topics as plants, color, clouds, weather, and geology. In its time, Goethe's way of science was highly unusual because it moved away from a quantitative, materialist approach to things in nature and emphasized, instead, an intimate, firsthand encounter between student and thing studied. Direct experiential contact became the basis for scientific generalization and understanding.
	Goethe's contemporaries and several following generations, however, largely ignored his writings on nature. These works were seen either as subjective artistic descriptions written by a scientific dilettante or as a form of philosophical idealism that arbitrarily imposed intellectual constructs on the things of nature. Only in the twentieth century, with the philosophical articulation of phenomenology, do we have a conceptual language able to describe Goethe's way of science accurately. Though there are many styles of phenomenology, its central aim, in the words of phenomenological founder Edmund Husserl, is ‘to the things themselves”—in other words, how would the thing studied describe itself if it had the ability to speak?  This direct contact with the thing as that thing is as itself is a central aim of Goethean science.
	The four presentations in this session examine the conceptual and applied possibilities of Goethean science today, both for human science broadly and for specific topical interests that include architecture and understanding places.

Goethe’s Delicate Empiricism as a Gift Economy for the Human Sciences
Bill Bywater (Allegheny College, USA)

Goethe developed delicate empiricism as a methodology for his natural science work. He did not consider whether it could be applied to research with human subjects or to therapeutic contexts. The application of delicate empiricism to the human sciences reveals the remarkable and important circumstance that the human sciences operate within a gift economy rather than an exchange economy. I will argue that delicate empiricism calls on researchers (and therapists) to become apprentices to their subjects.  However, this apprenticeship cannot be the traditional apprenticeship which is
characterized by economic exchange in which the apprentice learns a craft in exchange for labor on behalf of the master. The apprenticeship of delicate empiricism requires a different relationship between researcher and subject, if the researcher is to respect the inherent value of the subject. I will explore this relationship as one in which the researcher is a gift giver.

The Relevance of Goethe’s Science for Phenomenological Research
Brent Dean Robbins (Daemen College, USA)

Goethe’s method of scientific research closely parallels empirical phenomenological research in the “human sciences.” Ironically, however, Goethe’s method was applied to the study of the natural sciences, including physics and biology.  Indeed, Husserl’s library contained volumes of Goethe’s scientific work. Both methods of research make use of the human imagination as a research tool in ways that would be considered controversial in any other contemporary research methodology. In Husserl, imaginative variation is a device used to shear off unnecessary constituents of a phenomenon in order to disclose the phenomenon’s essence. In Goethe’s method, the “exact sensorial imagination,” in quite a similar fashion, was a matter of retaining the essential, unfolding form or essence of a phenomenon through its dynamic changes over time—the phenomenon’s bildung in contrast to its gestalt, wherein the former preserves the dynamic and changing quality of the phenomenon whereas the latter implies a more static, unyielding structure.  However, Goethe’s method would caution that imagination needs to be wedded to careful, meticulous observation of the phenomenon in a wide variety of perspectives and contexts, such that variation of the phenomenon in reality through time is necessary to build up the imaginative capacity for the kind of imaginative variation described by Goethe as “manifolding.” The ends of Goethean and Husserlian science are also the same: wherein phenomenon aims to disclose the essential structure, or eidos, of the phenomenon, and Goethe’s science aims to uncover the Ur-phenomenon, or archetypal structure of the phenomenon.  To illustrate these points, the author will use examples of a Goethean, phenomenological approach to understanding the experience of medical students working with a cadaver in a gross anatomy course. 

Art in Place: Meaning and Inspiration in the Strata of Times Square, New York City
Silke Schilling (Elemental Place, Berlin, Germany)

This paper introduces a Goethean study of the substance, attributes, and deeper meaning of Times Square, New York City. In the course of several meetings with this place in the years 2005, 2007 and 2008, the researcher has explored the layers of Times Square from first-person and group perspectives. The-first person study covers the full spectrum of Goethe’s delicate empiricism, and includes the artistic approach to and the expression of the meaning of phenomena. It embraces essential features of Goethean Science and art, i.e., a blank-minded beginning without any expectations toward the outcome. In the later meetings, contemplative inquiry and the language of art were primarily used. The paper then focuses on the project initiative of a Times Square Day of the Arts which I proposed to the City of New York at the beginning of this year (2008).  This project is the concrete result of the study and would be a continuation of the exploration through direct experience and art on a city-wide community level. 

George Trevelyan’s Active Eye in Architecture as a Contribution to Goethean Science
David Seamon (Kansas State University, USA)

In his Active Eye in Architecture (1977), educator George Trevelyan develops a Goethean approach for studying buildings that can fairly be described as a phenomenology of architecture and architectural experience. Trevelyan’s aim is to find a way of understanding whereby seemingly static architectural forms are seen to shift and grow. Trevelyan calls his way of understanding active seeing, which he presents in terms of two propositions, the first of which is that seeing should be an active experience rather than a passive reception of images.  Here, the student works to give active attention to the bond of energy linking the eye to the object seen—the “eye‑beam,” as he calls it. Trevelyan's second proposition involves the effort to activate the eye‑beam sequentially, in a way similar to the method that Goethe used in his botanical studies to highlight transformations in plant growth. Specifically, Trevelyan’s second proposition says that the student must discover how to look at the images the eye makes and observe how they transform from one to another when the student makes an active effort to superimpose one image on the next. Drawing on Trevelyan’s approach of active seeing, this presentation examines several buildings and compares the method with one other important effort to develop a phenomenology of architectural experience—architect Thomas Thiis-Evensen’s Archetypes in Architecture (1987).

3:15-4:45							                     Symposium 6

The meaning of the lived experience to hermeneutic phenomenological writing
Chair: Tone Saevi (Norwegian Teachers’ Academy – School of Education, Norway)

In certain quarters, a phenomenologist is held to be “a kind of crystal glazer, a metaphysician or ontologist in the deprecatory sense of the words” (Schutz, 1970, p.53). Others yet, regard phenomenologists as “an esoteric group whose language is not understandable to an outsider and is not worth bothering with” (p. 53). Here we do not, of course, argue these opinions about phenomenological writing; nor will we argue against them. The debate concerning the language esteemed suitable by different schools of phenomenology will have to take place outside the range of this presentation. Our primary interest in phenomenology is methodological, methodical and pragmatic, not philosophical. In that sense we follow Ricoeur (1998) when he declares that he does not “adhere to the letter of Heidegger’s philosophy but shall develop it for my own purposes” (p. 109). Our purpose here is not to tarry in philosophical discourse, but to pursue possible means to use phenomenology as method and thus offer researchers and students the opportunity to research lived experience in a fruitful way. We would like to invite to a discussion on two core matters related to the lived experience, the main methodological device of hermeneutic phenomenological writing. Firstly, we will focus on the methodological significance of ‘writing the experience’ rather than ‘writing about the experience’ or the experience as lived. Secondly, we will open up some aspects concerning the subjective stand of hermeneutic phenomenology, and explore some of the methodological implications of what Gadamer calls the “investigation of the subjective modes of givenness” (1960/1985, p. 216). In the middle of these two methodological foci - intimately intertwined, we will introduce and reflect on a couple of examples of lived experience descriptions or anecdotes (van Manen 1989, 1997/2006) to possibly depict rather than explain the embedded and implicit nature of methodology to phenomenological writing.       

Under the gaze of Experience 
Tone Saevi (Norwegian Teachers’ Academy – School of Education, Norway)
The starting point of hermeneutic phenomenological inquiry, reflection and interpretation is the lived experience. Gadamer (1960/1985) along with Husserl (1970) note that all knowledge begins with the experience and the essential and assigned meaning of this experience. The meaning of the term experience first came about as a verb, to erleben, before the biographical term Erlebnis came in common use in the late 19th century. Gadamer notes, 

	Erleben means primarily ‘to be still alive when something happens’. From this the word has a note of the immediacy with which something real is grasped –unlike something of which one presumes to know, but the confirmation of which through one’s own experience is lacking, whether it is taken over from others or comes from hearsay, or whether it is worked out, surmised or imagined. What is experienced is always what one has experienced oneself (1960/1985, p. 55).  

To erleben connotes the experience of something in a personal and immediate manner. At the same time to erleben, and later the autobiographical noun Erlebnis, means the enduring quality of that, which is experienced. The experience does not blend in with the rest of our life, but stands out, distinguishes itself in our memory as a significant meaningful event to us. In fact the experience emerges from memory, from the past, and needs to be recalled into mind to be created, recreated, and co-created. Experiences are thus life-experiences that might take “a long time to assimilate in their real being and significance, rather than the original content as such” (Nietzsche quoted in Gadamer 1960/1985, p. 60). We ask - what might signify the lived experience and how do we possibly implement and reflect on the lived experience description in phenomenological writing? The next section presents and reflects on a couple of lived experience descriptions; the starting point and the end point of phenomenological writing. 
The Significance of the Social Convention to the Pedagogical Relation
Heidi Husevaag (Norwegian Teacher’s Academy – School of Education, Norway)
The aim of this presentation is to explore children’s experience of lived everyday conventional situations where proper behaviour is expected. Based on interviews with adults recalling pedagogical episodes of waiting and thanking someone, we describe and interpret two anecdotes by the light of Continental phenomenological pedagogy. Anecdotes, as they occur in phenomenological writing, can be understood as “a methodological device in human science to make comprehensible some notion that easily eludes us”, van Manen notes (1997/2006, p. 116).
Adults often expect children to adapt to social conventions simply by being introduced to them, and at the same time as adults we are somehow prevented from seeing the meaning of the situation for the child by our ‘grown-up-ness’ and the conventional quality of the situation. The socialization of children, including the transfer of conventionally proper behaviour from one generation to the next, introduces ethical and pedagogical dilemmas. We suggest that although social conventions of proper behaviour are desirable and important factors of socialization for the child, the social convention itself can be a pedagogical impasse and renders difficult a pedagogically caring practice.      
Under the gaze of Subjectivity 
Dr. Carina Henriksson (National Institute of Education, Singapore)
“Everything that is experienced is experienced by oneself, and it is part of its meaning that it belongs to the unity of this self and thus contains an inalienable and irreplaceable relation to the whole of this one life. Thus its being is not exhausted in what can be said of it and in what can be grasped as its meaning. The autobiographical or biographical reflection, in which its meaning is determined, remains fused with the whole movement of life and constantly, accompanies it” (Gadamer 1960/1985, p. 60).

The experience is a subjectively lived-through kind of knowledge that stays a subjective life experience as long as one lives. The relation between the experience and life is that of an “inner relation” (p. 61) and by its intentionality it is intertwined with the totality of the person’s life and experience. Hermeneutic phenomenology is a methodology; a philosophy as well as a method – and subsequently it is also a way of seeing the world, closely related to who we are; to our ‘whoness’. New phenomenologists often reveal that they have gone through a change of seeing – they see differently other persons and the things and events world after having been initiated to phenomenological writing. They seem to experience it hard to put aside this ‘prejudice’ of phenomenology in order to perceive things entirely the way they did before. Somehow their experience of self has changed along with the experience of the world. Merleau-Ponty notes that, “The flesh of the world is not explained by the flesh of the body, nor the flesh of the body by the negativity or self that inhabits it – the 3 phenomena are simultaneous” (1968, p. 250). The entwined character of I, body and world is the precondition of the lived experience and the character of lived self-understanding (Gadamer 1960/1985). We ask – What methodological questions are raised by the experienced entity of self and world?  What is the significance of our ‘whoness’ to phenomenological writing? How do we ‘bridge the gap’ between subjectivity and intersubjectivity – the particular and the universal? Can we? Should we? 

3:15-4:45							                    Paper Session 5

The socially awkward relation: an example of participatory phenomenology founded on Levinasian epistemology
Joshua W. Clegg (John Jay College of Criminal Justice, CUNY, USA)

I and others have argued that Levinasian epistemology can serve as a foundation for participatory phenomenology.  According to Levinas, the primary condition for knowing is the uncertainty produced by the other (‘rupture’) and the fundamental character of knowing is responsibility to the other.  Levinas calls this relation between self and other the ‘ethical relation’ and situates it at the foundation of all meaning.  Under this epistemology, research in the human sciences would be transformed from an abstract universal logos (as in its more positivist incarnations) into a concrete relational ethos.  In particular, this would mean that the methods of human science research would avoid totalizing monologues and would pursue, instead, the kind of dialogue inherent in participatory methods.  This participatory approach is illustrated through a brief report of a research project investigating social awkwardness.  In this project, a five member research team spent a year and a half discussing experiences of social awkwardness, concretized through phenomenological narrative interviews.  I argue that the conversational and relational character of this project was the foundation for the primary insight gleaned from it – namely, that the capacity to feel and behave in a socially awkward manner is an essential element of stable affiliation.

The Ontology of Care and of the Primacy of the Other:  Heideggerian and Levinasian Influences on Phenomenological Research
Gilbert Garza (University of Dallas, USA)
Brittany Landrum (University of Dallas, USA)

This paper will describe the Heideggerian epistemology upon which the phenomenological research methods practiced at the University of Dallas rest. This will entail describing what is meant by phenomenon, the character of logos, the notion of projection and its intimate relation to understanding, in disclosing the world, as well as the notion of the worldhood of the world.  We will then turn to the issue of ontology and compare Heidegger’s ‘dasein-centric’ existential hermeneutic to Levinas’ primacy of the other and the importance he places on the ethical relationship.  Invoking the concepts of totality and infinity, we will discuss the ways in which one encounters the Other and how signification arises from the ethical relationship.  We will then discuss how Levinas’ ethics, including the call and claim of the Other, might influence phenomenological research methodology.  The ethical demands described by Levinas would seem to have priority over the praxis of research as the Other calls us beyond the methodological framework.  Finally, we will consider the extent to which the ethical demands of Levinas’ phenomenology are met by the special place of the research participant and the attitude of empathic presence prescribed within the Heideggerian framework described above.  


3:15-4:45							                     Paper Session 6

Imaginal learning for an equitable and inclusive social ecology 
Peter Willis (University of South Australia, Australia)

This paper seeks to explore ways in which lifelong learning for an inclusive and equitable social ecology could be enriched by imaginal forms of learning which involve a contemplative ‘dwelling’ form of the imagination.

The concept of the “imaginal”, (cf. Bradbeer 1998, p. 14)  developed by Hillman, draws extensively from the writings of Henry Corbin (1969). Corbin had interpreted the pioneering work of Ibn Arabi, a Sufi mystic to refer to the human power of image-making and its links to the so-called “knowing of the heart”, the knowing linked to a person’s sense of her or himself and her or his position in the world. The “imaginal” differs from the “imaginary” which contains the notion of fantasy. For Hillman (1981), the imaginal is not about fantasy and the possible but with dwelling and reflecting on powerful images linked to the knowing of the heart. It is this contemplative capacity that is of specific interest here.

Imaginal awareness in social life can be understood to have two learning dimensions. The first learning dimension is a visioning process requiring an idealising curriculum, by which learners invent and develop desirable ideals in this case of human social life. The other learning is a grounding process of attentive compassion requiring an empathetic curriculum, through which learners are invited to try to imagine themselves in the shoes of others, sharing in some small way their feelings and experiences. As Greene (1995, p. 3) says of the imagination “it is what, above all, makes empathy possible”.
The visioning curriculum builds on the work of the democratic futurists to envisage possible worlds and the real challenges that inclusivity and equity bring to human life The empathetic curriculum has the task of creating scenarios evoking compassionate understandings and feelings for others in the local, national and world community.
Whereas the instructional curriculum tends to look in a convergent way to measurable objectives and performance outcomes, the imaginal curriculum speaks more obliquely to the imagination and the heart and looks to resonance rather than replication, and to evocation or enchantment rather than to compliance with specified outcomes. Even though a general personal stance or orientation is what is aimed at, such dispositions may be difficult to identify in performative or behavioural terms, and changes of performance specifically linked to an evocative curriculum even harder to measure.

Bringing the Phenomenology of Disillusionment into Dialogue with Psychoanalysis
Steen Halling (Seattle University, USA)

At its core, disillusionment entails being surprised by the other in such a way that the very nature of the relationship is undermined.  That is, when we are disillusioned by someone close to us, we are not just profoundly disappointed in that person. Rather, the very meaning and direction of our life and our relationship to the other simultaneously come into question. Insofar as idealization is an integral part of our relationships to others, so is disillusionment. Although the latter may provide the impetus for a movement toward greater maturity, it can also have tragic consequences if one is left with little to fall back on in terms of personal resources or social support.
	The first part of the paper briefly presents data and key insights from an empirical phenomenological study of disillusionment. The second part brings this material into dialogue with the insights of psychoanalysts who have addressed this topic. Notably among these are Melanie Klein who discussed idealizing and splitting, Charles Socarides who explored the consequences of the failure to come to terms with disillusionment, and Heinz Kohut who wrote compellingly about idealization and disillusionment in the context of human development and psychotherapy. 
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9:00-10:30							                     Paper Session 1

Researching Intersubjectivity: To be with
Susan James (Laurentian University, Canada)
Brenda Cameron (University of Alberta, Canada)

In the infinite range of human possibilities for relationship with one another, what is it to be intersubjective in our professional and research relations?  What is the significance of intersubjectivity in a research relation? Can our enacting of our professional roles shed light on this? Last year we presented the relationship between presentation and representation in healthcare, how images and imagining facilitate and hinder our relation with individuals. Here we continue this exploration focusing on imagining the human condition as it reveals itself in the current context of healthcare constraint. By virtue of being a healthcare professional we are almost always granted instant access to the suffering individual. Van den Berg points out that in the healthcare professional relationship we are never strangers to the person.  We meet no obstacles in going directly to the bedside; obstacles that family members, visitors experience in trying to do the same thing. This instant contact, instant “with-ness” with a person experiencing the need for health care also generates an ethical demand.  What is it to be granted instant access to this individual?  What is inherent in the demand?  Marcel (1950a) writes that the preposition “with” is “eminently intersubjective” (p. 177).  To facilitate this exploration, we will look at different dimensions of what it means to be with a person, a family, a community.  

Trust, Truth, and Participation: The Position of the Researcher in the Field
Joseph Hamer (Duquesne University, USA)

How to enter the field is a key question when embarking on ethnographic research.  Through what kind of relations does the researcher engage the social phenomena under investigation?  How is (s)he understood by his/her informants?  And how does that effect what they share?  The purpose of this presentation is to explore the challenge of building rapport and, more importantly, trust with people we want to learn from.  I suggest that the intentions and integrity of the researcher are key factors in this
process.  How can the researcher demonstrate that (s)he is there to help (if indeed she is)?  To this end I will examine Participatory Action Research with a human science foundation.  I will also draw on my experience as a volunteer in prisons and orphanages. And I will compare the quality of the relationships (and understanding) cultivated there to
the challenges I encountered in attempting to learn about homelessness and community childcare from the positions of researcher and employee.


9:00-10:30							                     Paper Session 2

Sister Fire: Sacred Tradition, Imagination, Liberation, Transformation
Peggy Diane Avakian (Fresno Pacific University)

Hidden deep within the psychological and spiritual world of the diasporan Armenian culture live psyche’s stories and fantasies. Their silenced voices, traumatized psyches, and erased histories contributed to collective memories of loss. Rooted in ancient Near Eastern sacred tradition, their bodies danced with the imaginal. My love and experience of dance include the collective narratives of Sister Fire, an ancient Armenian spiritual transformative tradition referenced by Carl Jung. This study looks deeply into psyche’s story to witness the meaning of the experiences of ancient Armenian dance in diasporan Armenian women’s lives. Literature of Armenian studies, anthropology, Jungian psychology, and psychologies of liberation dialogue in this multidisciplinary phenomenological study. Feminist, post-modern, indigenous, and decolonizing approaches deepen the research methodologies. Inspired by traditions of depth psychology and psychologies of liberation, I impart a multifaceted methodological research process for narrative presentation. The international multi-generational dancers’ stories intertwine imaginal research, heuristics research, witnessing, dialogical interviews, thematic analysis, dream analysis, narrative analysis, and in-depth interpretive analysis. This study concludes the necessity for depth and liberation psychologies to recognize the healing and individuating values of the imaginal cultural dance in community. Sister Fire, a sacred dance expression of imagination, integrates, liberates and transforms the diasporan psyche.

Psychology and Its Cultural Imaginations of “Others” 
Rong-Bang Peng (Duquesne University, USA)

Unlike anthropology whose main enterprise has been built on encountering cultural “others,” psychology has a shorter history dealing with issues resulting from encountering cultural “others.” How does psychology deal with this particular challenge from its others? What are the power-knowledge relations involved? What discursive strategies and cultural imaginations have been developed regarding the otherness of other cultures? This paper is a preliminary attempt to address the above questions. 
This paper argues that in the post World-War II era, psychology has not only become a discipline that helps to shape the postwar Euro-American subjects, it has also become a constitutive part in shaping the postwar non-Euro-American subjects. The historical formulation of the discourse regarding cultural others in psychology revolves around notions such as “race” and “culture.” In the historical process of elaborating such notions, psychology has gone through different strategies of imagining/positing cultural “others” in relation to the Euro-American subjects. This paper calls for a critical reflection on how cultural “others” are imagined in psychology. Without such a reflection, the expansion of psychology to non-Western societies becomes a form of epistemic violence which has the effect of a colonial trauma to non-Western subjects.


9:00-10:30							                     Paper Session 3

Imagination, Metaphor, and Time: An investigation into the temporal context of certain human thought phenomena
Hajro I. Terzich

In his Der Ursprung des Kunstwerkes, Heidegger says the work of art, the artist, and the preserver arise immediately in the happening of truth.  Within what temporal context does the happening of truth arise when we read the balcony scene in Romeo and Juliet?  The happening of truth is in no way damaged by alternative "true" interpretations of the metaphor “Juliet is the sun”. I examine this question beginning with a discussion of power.  Thinking is an extension of power.  Of the modes of thinking (to, for, by, with),  thinking with is questioning.  Questioning polarizes.  Radical questioning attends to the poles.  Provocative questioning attends to the relation, the bound, between the poles.  Imagination is a special case of provocative questioning.  The work of art arises as the bound between artist and preserver. Within the temporal matrix of human thought phenomena, how does this happen?  We know sequential time in the experience of passing minutes, cyclical time in the change and recurrence of the seasons, and ever-present time some experience in meditative states.  I propose and examine associative time which is what we experience when truth happens. Associative time is a distinct temporal event in human thought phenomena.

Challenge and the imaginative response: The role of imagination in recognizing and exercising internal power for college students labeled high-risk
BethRené Roepnack (DeVry University Georgia)

Internal power is defined as the ability to recognize one’s power to define one’s self and one’s world, to create and alter the meaning of one’s experiences, attitudes, and values without accepting limits from others or being defined by them. Using narrative inquiry I explored internal power in 10 college students labeled high-risk.  I found that these individuals recognized and exercised their internal power when faced with challenges if they perceived they had the resources to deal with the challenge and they engaged their imagination to view the challenge as possibilities to be explored. Alternatively, when these individuals chose to either follow others’ solutions or viewed solutions as right or wrong ways to handle the problem, they were less likely to exercise their internal power even when they recognized its possibility. Students who recognized and exercised their internal power accepted the validity of multiple worldviews, they were able to imagine multiple valid solutions, some of which were more suited to their needs in particular contexts.  I explore the possibility that students labeled high-risk are more able than mainstream students to accept the validity of multiple worldviews because they live outside the dominant discourse. 


9:00-10:30							                   Paper Session 4

Cosmos and Universe: Two divergent ways of thinking about the genesis of a human world and about the nature of psychological questions.
Bernd Jager. (University of Quebec at Montreal, Canada) 

All psychological questions trace their way back to an actual or possible cosmology, understood here as a way of imagining, believing or conceiving the beginning of human life on earth. Our manner of framing and answering psychological questions ultimately relates to the way we conceive of the genesis of a human world. 
A central task of clinical or therapeutic psychology is therefore to find ways to trace back the path that leads from particular symptoms, in the case of patients, or from particular theoretical assertions, in the case of therapists, back to the various ways they conceive of, sense or imagine the coming into being of a human world.
As an example we will use Freud’s mythic conception of infantile development and demonstrate its close resemblance to Livy’s myth about the founding of Rome. 
Neither myth understands human beings as merely natural creatures living in a natural world. Nor do they depict a homo laborans, understood as a slave enclosed within a material universe and condemned to an unrelenting struggle against natural forces. Instead, they both refer to the coming into being of a homo habitans, understood as a being that becomes human at the very moment when it begins to inhabit a cosmos.


10:45-12:15							                     Paper Session 5

The Varieties of Ethical Experience: A Phenomenology of Empathy, Sympathy and Compassion.
Peter J. Rosan (Bronx Children’s Psychiatric Center)

This paper examines the phenomenology of the conditions for and the myriad forms taken by ethical experience.  The latter is defined as the experience of welcoming a world of living with and for the other (cf., Ricoeur, 1990/1992).  The discussion seeks to (1) discover the moral sensibility of care believed to be already contextualized in a field of personal relationships and, then, (2) describe the ethical aims or virtues embodied in the life of passion arising from these relationships.  Specifically, the sensibility of care establishes a context and, on this basis, a person is opened to a variety of ways of valuing the other.  Three distinct relational styles are identified as promising to fulfill this sensibility.  They are inclusive of: empathically joining-with and illuminating the meaning of the other’s expressions, including vicissitudes of the person’s own experience; sympathetically feeling-for the other and either commiserating over his/her woe or rejoicing over his/her weal; and, finally, compassionately honoring the other’s dignity even when his/her suffering threatens to diminish him/her.  The dialectic of giving and receiving that emerges from these descriptions is offered as a proposal designed to redress one-sided individualistic and intellectualistic approaches to the formation of an ethical life.

Embodiment, Attachment, and the Phenomenology of Communicative Experience
Frank Macke (Mercer University, USA)

In this essay, I seek to develop a theory of embodied communicative experience.   In doing so, I will articulate the ground of both intrapersonal and interpersonal communicative experience as the phenomenological embodiment of personal and social relations.  Intrapersonal communication can be understood as the interaction of internalized ego positions formed during passages of one’s psychological development.  Interpersonal communication entails the capacity of the emerging self to experience intimate dyadic relationships.  Embodied relations, I will argue, become the fundamental premise of embodied subjectivity.  Subjectivity cannot occur without a social and cultural consciousness—or as Wittgenstein has maintained:  one person alone cannot follow a rule.  The infant/toddler’s experience of family relations precedes a consciousness of interpersonal subjectivity (and its experiential counterpart in the emotional phenomenon of intimacy) and, as well, it precedes a consciousness of societal and cultural time and space.  So, we begin our psychological development in group relations (i.e., in the order of the family) and from the effects of this experience on our capacities for trust, autonomy, and initiative, we can begin to entail our social embodiment in a recognizable identity for the experience and articulation of our adult agency.  My argument is that communicative embodiment and intersubjective social experience are simultaneous events.

10:45-12:15							                    Paper Session 6

On Pythons, Penguins, and Primates: The Experience of Animals and the Call to Compassion
Scott D. Churchill (University of Dallas, USA)

This paper will present descriptions of three kinds of encounters with animals:  our encounters with domestic animals or pets, our encounter with wild animals, and our encounters with animals in captivity.  Our relationship with our pets places us into a comfort zone with animal life, and allows us to develop a bond in which we care deeply about the welfare of particular animal others.  These experiences are qualitatively different from our encounters with animals in their own environments, where we are visitors to their habitat; consequently, we find ourselves open to new worlds in our encounters with wild animals. Finally, there is the experience we have of animals in captivity; again, a qualitatively different experience from either being with our own pets or being in the wild with animals encountered on their own terms.  Beyond the description of the behavior of these three classes of animals in my field, and of my perceiving of them, I will also reflect upon the varying degree to which any of these animals might be present to me, and in the context of which we might enter into “second person” (intersubjective) perspectives on each other.  
	The facticity of my pythons is that they completely depend on me for their sustenance; and if they are “world-poor” (to use Heidegger’s unfortunate designation), it is only due to the cramped space to which I condemn them by keeping them in a habitat in my home.  The facticity of the penguins that I encountered in South Georgia and the Antarctic Peninsula is that they inhabit a world beyond measure – their only fear is man (and the leopard seal!). And what about primates?  My snakes move right past me, eager to explore their wider environment when I set them free in my apartment; the penguins that a moment ago waddled up to me as if to say hello, turn away a moment later – I do not think they’ll be thinking about me tomorrow.  What is it, then, about us primates, that sets us apart from the rest?  Is it that we are more deeply affected by encounter?  I wish that the pythons and penguins returned my sense of appreciation; I think it is possible, though, for me to say that I know that the bonobo is capable of thinking about me when I am not there.  I can get up close to a python and even wrap him around my neck; I can drop myself down nearby a penguin and wait to see if it approaches me – and I can enjoy the proximity of each of these  beings, even if I can  never really say “we”  when describing the encounter.
	To address the question of the being of animals, this paper will draw upon three perspectives:  The first is phenomenology (taking us “to the things themselves!” –to von Uexkuell’s animal worlds (Umwelten) – and to the appearing (in Husserl’s sense) of animals in my experience. The second is ontology: reflecting on animality, on my own animality, on my embodiment and my sharing the earth with other.  Finally, there is the ethical perspective which calls us to respond to the beings we encounter within the world: keeping a respectful distance, not interfering – and yet looking into their eyes we see more than an object and not quite a reflection of ourselves.  Together, the phenomenological attending to the experience of animal others in the varying contexts of their givenness, taken in the direction of an ontological sensitivity to their status as beings, calls us to an ethical response to their presence in our lives.  I will thus attempt to bring together phenomenology, ontology, and ethics in my reflections upon our animal encounters. 

Daydreamer, Dunce, Dullard and Dimwit: Imagination as Subjugated Knowledges 
Robert Garfield McInerney (Point Park University, USA) 

We are told that the dreamer ought to dream at night, the dunce belongs in the corner, the dullard loses the day’s sharp focus, and the dimwit is not enough illuminated. But dreams are for day time as well, the dunce corner provides an abundant view, dull makes for a gentle exploration, and dim is a fertile shade. The light of pedagogical and curricular standardizations has cast a remarkable shadow, one that needs to be reckoned with. I offer a phenomenology of the shadow on the edge of the light of reason. Such a phenomenology reveals a terra incognita of the day-dreamy, dunce-like, dull and dim-witted spaces that give rise to imagination but are relegated to what Michel Foucault (1980) calls subjugated knowledges.  Following Foucault, I suggest educational standardizations can be thought of as a “unitary body of theory” that creates hierarchies “in the name of some true knowledge.” But if educational standards are the true and norm-al then what subject (person and knowledge) lies beyond? Primarily using the work of Maxine Greene (2000) and William Pinar (1998), I argue for the value of the day-dreamy, dull and dimwitted subjugated knowledges that abstain from standardized pedagogies and curriculums

10:45-12:15							                     Paper Session 7

Distanciation in Ricoeur’s theory of interpretation - narrations in a study about life experiences living with chronicle illness and Home mechanical ventilation
Pia Dreyer (University of Aarhus, Denmark)
B.D.Pedersen (University of Aarhus, Denmark)

 As a background nursing researchers in quite different ways have used an interpretation method inspired by the French philosopher Paul Ricoeur’s theory of interpretation. The method consists of a naïve reading, a structural analysis and a critical analyses and discussion. According to Ricoeur distanciation in the interpretation is necessary, therefore the aim of this paper is to present and discuss a way of creating distance in the interpretation by using narration in a poetic language linked to the meaning and understanding of the text. Within a phenomenological-hermeneutical approach Ricoeurs “Hermeneutical Function of Distanciation” will be introduced and discussed with reference to narration from a study of patient’s life experiences, living with chronicle illness and Home mechanical ventilation in Denmark. As a result Ricouer’s way of getting distance in the text-structure objectifies the text instead of subjectifying it, and the narration creates a special kind of interaction with the data, which facilitates an appropriate and evocative presentation of the data. Objectifying the text through narrations can contribute to yet another perspective on Ricoeur’s rich and various theory of interpretation used in nursing research. 
Fighting for Life - Rehabilitation after a Spinal Cord Injury
Sanne Angel (Institute for Public Health, Denmark)
Spinal cord injury causes a sudden and dramatic alteration of the body. Although the patients try to focus on goals and progress literature indicate a troublesome process. The aim of this study was to learn more about this process over time and the phenomenon involved focusing on, how the persons regain meaning in life. Applying a case study design with a narrative approach, we interviewed twelve persons six times during the first year after their accident and conducted field observations nine times, focusing on the daily life of rehabilitation. The analysis built on the theory of P.Ricoeur. Inspired by D.Polkinghorne the narrative were both the patients own and the researcher’s reconstructions. Three patterns of fight were uncovered; “Fight with oneself together with other people” where the patient used all strength to promote the situation, supported by others; “Fight against other people and against oneself” as a reaction to a broken consensus of goals and pathways with devastating consequences for the patients’ existential harmony; “Turn of and be on ones own” when the patient needed help the most. This highlights the importance of a constant awareness of the patients´ perspective from the professional willing to follow the patients lead.
9:00-10:30							                     Paper Session 8
About assisting terminally ill patients in a palliative treatment center
Philippe Blouin (University of Quebec at Montreal)

As a psychologist working with terminally ill patients in a 
hospital setting we observe an important shift in the life of patients when they enter the terminal phase of their illness and begin to understand that they can no longer hope for a medical cure. The task of the psychologist in this setting is to assist patients in coming to terms with their new situation and help them to set a different course for their remaining life.  The shift from the cancer ward to the palliative care unit reflects the patient’s transition from a medical world governed by expertise and constant struggle to a world of encounter in one learns to say goodbye. As the biological body ceases to be the dominant metaphor, the terminal patient typically expresses a desire to belong to a larger world evoked by typical images and metaphors. In exploring these metaphors the patient and the psychologist both come to a closer understanding of the human condition. 


1:30-3:00							                     Paper Session 9

The Nature and Role of Phenomenological Psychology in Alfred Schutz 
Lester Embree (Florida Atlantic University)

This essay briefly reviews how phenomenological psychology can draw on Edmund Husserl's transcendental phenomenology in order to clarify the foundations of the cultural sciences and then explicates the theory of this psychology implicit in Schutz's oeuvre.

The Earliest Roots of the Human Sciences: Holism in Presocratic Greek Thought
Christopher M. Aanstoos (University of West Georgia, USA)

The author previously identified the heart of humanistic approaches to be holism, and discerned three distinctive “waves” of such in western intellectual history – distinctive eras in which holistic thinking reached a “critical mass” that, for a while, became a leading paradigm. The first of these eras occurred in presocratic Greece. This paper proposes a study of that era as the earliest root of the human sciences. From the preceding mythical (Homeric) period of Greece, it is possible to discover a very old world view of holism, and this previous viewpoint forms the deep background for the emergence of Greek philosophy in the period of the 6th through 3rd centuries BCE. This period was inaugurated by Thales and then Anaximander, reached its zenith with the philosophies of Heraclitus and Parmenides, influenced the subsequent “golden age” of Athens (especially its dramatists and historians), was integrated within the Platonic synthesis, and finally influenced early gnostic schools of Christianity. Under the sway of the towering significance of Plato and Aristotle, the originality of presocratic Greek thought was neglected, until Heidegger re-emphasized its import. This paper will follow Heidegger’s interpretation, while also situating its specifically holistic tendency as key to contemporary human science, especially psychology.

1:30-3:00							                  Paper Session 10
.

Coping with mental illness: Positive and negative aspects of Asian American Family Care practice
Mijung Park (University of California San Francisco, USA)


The purposes of this presentation are to 1) address methodological issues of studying ethnic and cultural minorities and 2) illustrate clinical reality of the culturally competent mental health care in the Unite States.
Ethnic minorities who suffer illnesses highly stigmatized within their communities are difficult or impossible to recruit. In this presentation, a new way of investigating the phenomenon was proposed: Tapping into the practitioners’ broad experiences with minorities. The knowledge developed via practice is important because it provides us with a realistic understanding about the practice and their clients. 
This is a hermeneutic phenomenological study. Participants were 20 psychiatric health care providers from various clinical settings. Providers were Registered Nurses, Psychiatrists, Social Workers, Psychologists, and Residents, and had, on average, 16.3 years of experience in treating Asian Americans. In individual interviews lasting approx 90 minutes providers’ narratives about incidents of care with AA patients and families, as well as their philosophies of care with AA were elicited. Analyses included paradigm case, exemplars, and thematic analysis. 
Study findings illustrated that providers assumed multiple roles when working with AA populations, including: 1) cultural brokering, 2) supporting families in transition, 3) recognizing and treating culture-bound syndromes, and 4) becoming Zen (like) practitioners. 

Imagining the In-between: A Situated Narrative Analysis 
Sipho Mbuqe (Duquesne University, USA)

A self-sufficient individual is an imaginative construction, which psychology religiously observed and faithfully pursued. To this end, methodologies that prescribe humans as such, have been developed; trouncing other imaginative constructions. On one hand what happens when humans are imagined as always and already in-between – the self and the other, the “individual” and the “community,” the inside and the outside, the public and the private. It will be shown how the narrative effectively expresses such in-betweenness. 
This paper will specifically analyze narratives by juxtaposing and intersecting hermeneutics and semiotics. Important questions in this analysis include: what happens when “individuals” are relating to a “collective” experience?  What is at stake when an “individual narrative” is a piece of a “collective narrative”?  Where is the meaning in the story, in its piecing together or “in-between”?  Such questions concerning the function of the narrative help to illuminate the meaning of political violence, since its meaning is as crucial as how it is constructed. I identify the concept of in-between as instrumental here. It is that which is simultaneously inside while also pointing outside itself. The unique aspect of this analysis, therefore, will be its focus on the within and in-between texts, contexts and subtexts.  


1:30-3:00							                   Paper Session 11                                                                                                 
The Melodramatic Torturer: Paranoia, the  Imagination of the Terror-Warrior , and the Destruction of Hope
Michael Flynn (York College/CUNY, USA)

Drawing from the work of historians (Richard Hofstadter, Michael Rogin), psychohistorians (Robert Jay Lifton, Eli Sagan),   Literary/Cultural theorists (Peter Brooks, Lee Quinby, Timothy Melley),  and the clinical theory of David Shapiro I will attempt to identify the main psychological themes of  the melodramatic -apocalyptic  world view, a world view that is central to the practice of torture.  This presentation will also address the work of Jeam Amery, Sartre and Camus on the issue of torture.

Sparking the Moral Imagination for Peace, Part II
Kevin C. Krycka (Seattle University, USA)

How can phenomenology contribute to exciting the moral imagination in the peace-making process?  What appropriate epistemological foundations are called for when we address such complex human dilemmas as found in the Mid-east and Latin America?  These are the two essential questions around which this presentation will focus.  Last year, I spoke about the philosophical foundation I feel is necessary for an honest, compassionate, and relevant contribution by the human sciences to problems in the Mid-east.  This year I am expanding this discussion to include examining how emerging small base community epistemologies originating from Latin America demonstrate how peace making can derive from non-logical steps such that they help heal and resolve complex and often intractable situations.  I propose that the moral imagination is sparked in direct response to the active utilization of an embodied cognition of the whole of the situation, even when there is no explicit understanding that one is in fact using their embodied sense of the whole situation with its complexities. In the cases of the Mid-East and Latin America, small base community groups function to bring peace making forward precisely because they follow from the experiential intricacy of the situation.  I look forward to our discussion.


3:15-4:45							                                 Keynote


Intuition of Essences:  The Nourishment of Knowledge through Free Fantasy
Fred Wertz  (Fordham University, USA)
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